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Africa came in 1884 the armed and bustling pioneers of Bismarck's
Germany. Their annexation of Damara and Namaqua struck
a blow at Rhodes's dream. For between the new German South-
West Africa and the two straggling, ever-expanding Boer republics
lay only a narrow corridor of disputed land linking Cape Colony
with the uplands of the African hinterland which Rhodes coveted
for the settlement of his race. If England did not speedily
secure the missionaries' road through Bechuanaland to the
empty north, the intriguing, ambitious German and the stubborn,
jealous Boer would join hands and shut out the English for ever
from their lands of promise.-

It was the same situation that had confronted the American
colonists in the eighteenth century when the French in Canada
and Florida had sought to join hands along the Ohio valley and
so cut off the Anglo-Saxon community from the interior. Had
the French succeeded the future of the world would have
been changed. Rhodes, a young man of 31 in the very thick of
his struggle with fortune, saw himself at such a juncture of
history. Neither his countrymen at the Cape nor in England
shared his vision. He had to act before he could awaken them.
With every ounce of his tremendous energy and will, he flung
himself into the task of keeping the gateway open to the north.
He got himself sent into Bechuanaland as Deputy Commissioner
and played a leading part in the events that led to the
establishment of a British Protectorate over the country. Here
he made friends with his beaten opponents as was his way.
"I have never," he said, "met any one in my life whom it was
not as easy to deal with as to fight." In a letter he described how
he came to terms with one Boer fanner, an angry giant who
greeted him as he rode up to his door with the words, "blood
must flow." "* No,' said I, * give me my breakfast and then we
can talk about blood.* Well, I stayed with him a week, I became
godfather of his children and we made a settlement,"

Having gained the corridor, Rhodes prepared to take the
North." By devious ways he obtained concessions from the
savage Matabde tribes who fought and hunted the vast empty
hinterland. Then he turned to the imperial government. By
badgering all parties and politicians,1 and using his wealth and
powers of persuasion to win over opposition, he secured a
Royal Charter for the company which was to create a

1 He used to say that the story of the importunate -widow was the best in the Bible.